
















































































































































































































































































H. A detailed grading and drainage plan with related geoiogy, soils and hydrology reports,
for the future construction of a single-family residence on each lot will be submitted and
reviewed by the County of Los Angeles Public Works Department. Cut and fiil slopes will
not exceed a slope gradient of a 2to 1 (H:V).

ltem VII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

a-g. NO IMPACT
The proposed project involves the request for a subdivision of a single lot into 2 parcels
for potential development of two new single-family residences. It does not involve the
storage and distribution of materials that may be considered hazardous. Future
development contemplated will not be involved in any activities that would emit and/or
handle hazardous materials. The proposed project will not generate harmful emission
that may affect schools.

The City is located approximately 1.5 miles south of Torrance Municipal airport. The
project is not located within a designated aircraft crash zone, nor will it involve any
improvements that would otherwise affect airport operations. As a result, the proposed
project will not present a safety hazard related to aircraft or airport operations.

The project provides adequate street access, and project operations would not interfere
with an emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.

h. LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City’s Building & Construction Ordinance, the Zoning Ordinance, and the Rolling Hills
Community Association (RHCA) closely and carefully regulate development including
construction activities and building materials. The future development will comply with all
pertinent fire code and ordinance requirements for construction, access, water mains, fire
hydrants and fire flows. Specific fire and life safety requirements will be addressed at the
building fire plan check, including annual brush clearing and fuel modification plans. The
City and the RHCA require that all roof materials be fireproofed. The effect of the
construction of two new single-family residences, therefore, is expected to be less than
significant.

ltem VIIl. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

abfj NOIMPACT

Section 402 of the Federal Clean water act requires National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System permits (NPDES) for storm water discharges from storm drain
systems to waters of the United States. Applicants for development projects, including in
Rolling Hills, have two major responsibilities under NPDES permit. The first is to submit
and implement a Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) containing
design features and Best Management Practices (BMPs) appropriate and applicable to
the project. The SUSMP describes how post construction pollutants in storm water
discharges will be controlied and reduced. Prior to issuance of any grading or building
permit, the County of Los Angeles Building and Safety Deparfment must approve the
SUSMP.

The second responsibility is to prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP) for all construction projects with disturbed area of 1 {o 5 acres. Should the final
proposal for a future single-family residence include disturbed area of one acre or more
this requirement will be implemented.

Specific mitigation measures have been incorporated into the SUSMPs for development
projects under the NPDES Permit. Implementation of these measures will ensure that the
quality of storm water runoff leaving the project site will meet all regulatory standards and
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will maintain the beneficial uses of the surface water for public and commerce. The City
of Rolling Hills, as part of a normal project approval and construction practice through the
contract with Los Angeles County monitors compliance with these requirements.

Due to the small scale of potential development, which is anticipated to occur on the site
and the share of the site, which would remain uncovered by hardscape, the proposed
project will not interfere with groundwater recharge.

The proposed project is not located in proximity to a river or stream and project storm
flows would be channeled to the storm drain system. The project site is not within an area
that would be subject to seiche, tsunami or mudflow.

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The proposed project may alter drainage patterns, increase runoff and reduce water
absorption by the placement of future structures, the introduction of impervious surface
materials and irrigation systems. However, due o the nominal increase in development
proposed for potentially two new single-family residential units permitted by the General
Plan, the impacts will be less than significant, with appropriate measures to be applied by
incorporation in the conditions of approval of required discretionary permits (Site Plan
Reviews).

A septic tank system will be required when in the future the vacant parcels being created
are developed. As septic fank leach field effluent percolates into the watershed, some
discharge into surface waters downstream. However, the impact generated from the
addition of up to three dwelling units is not expected to be significant.

Measures (to be incorporated into the conditions of approval of Site Plan Review for future

homes)

The property owners shall be required to conform to County Health Department
requirements for the installation and maintenance of septic tanks.

J. The property owner shall prepare and implement an Erosion Control Plan, SUSMP and
SWPPP, if applicable, in conformance with the County of Los Angeles Building Code
requirements.

ltem IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING.

a-c. NO IMPACT
The project, facilitating the future development of 2 new singlefamily residences, is
consistent with the surrounding residential uses.

The project, is consistent with Zoning Ordinance and the Land Use Element of the
General Plan, which establish the maintenance of strict grading practices to preserve the
community's natural terrain, require a balanced cut and fill ratio and regulate the size and
coverage of developments.

The proposed project is not located on any habitat conservation plan.

ltem X. MINERAL RESQURCES

a-b NO IMPACT
There are no known mineral resources that would be of value to the region and the
residents of the state or delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or land use plan
for the project site.
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Item XI. NOISE

a-d.

ef

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The goal of the City of Rolling Hills' Noise Element is to preserve and enhance Rolling
Hills’ quiet rural atmosphere and promotes the use of landscaping to obscure noise
production from roadways and adjacent properties.

Although approval of the project will result indirectly, in the potential development that
may cause intermittent loud noise during construction, the noise is a necessary by
product of the construction of one additional building pad and two total residences that
will be limited in covering no more than 30% of the building pad. The building pad design
is subject {o individual review and approval by the Planning Commission and the City
Council.

Any construction or traffic noise will be required to conform to all City and County
ordinances and engineering practices. The City requires that all construction work take
place only between the hours of 7 AM and 8 PM, Monday through Saturday.

As stated previously, there will be intermittent but loud noise levels during construction, if
and when and {o the degree that it occurs. In such a scenario, the noise will be temporary
or periodic in nature and s necessary byproduct in order to construct new homes on the
parcels created by the subdivision. The level of nuisance associated with the
construction noise will be minimized due to the measures that are required to be taken as
conditions of approval as noted below

NO IMPACT

The City is located approximately 1.5 miles south of Torrance Municipal airport. The
project is not located within a designated aircraft crash zone, nor will it involve any
improvements that would otherwise affect airport operations. As a result, the proposed
project will not present a safety hazard related to aircraft or airport noise.

Measures (fo be incorperated into conditions of approval

K.

During construction, the property owneirs shall be required to schedule and regulate
construction and related traffic noise throughout the day between the hours of 7 AM and
6 PM, Monday through Saturday only, when construction and mechanical equipment
noise is permitted so as not to interfere with the quiet residential environment of the City
of Rolling Hills.

ltem XIi. POPULATION AND HOUSING

NO IMPACT

The impact on population and housing of the proposed future development of two homes
(1 net new, because one home that historically occupied the existing parcel has been
recently demolished) where each home will house approximately 3-4 additional people, is
expected to be less than significant.

ltern Xill, PUBLIC SERVICES

LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT (Fire, Police) AND NO IMPACT (Parks and Schools)

a. The City of Rolling Hills contracts with the Los Angeles county Consolidated Protection
district, which provides fire protection services to the City Fire station No. 106, is located
within the City, on Crest Road. Other County Fire Stations are relocated in the vicinity
and are available to provide additional protection resources, if needed.
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The City of Rolling Hills contracts with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department for
police protection and law enforcement services. The main sheriffs station serving the
City is located at 26123 Narbonne Avenue, Lomita, California. The station is located
approximately 2.0 miles to the north of the site. Historically the emergency response time
in the City of Rolling Hills averages five minutes or less.

The impact on public services of the future development of 1 net new single-family
residences, each housing approximately 3-4 additional people, will be less than
significant in terms of fire and police protection.

The small scale of the project is not expected to have any impact on schools, parks or
other public facilities.

ltem XIV. RECREATION

a-b. NO IMPACT

No impact is anticipated on neighborhood and regional parks and recreational facilities of
the future development of 2 fotal or 1 net new additional single-family residences, which
would add approximately 3-4 peopie per home (4 net new people) The goals of the Open
Space and Conservation Element of the General Plan that include: continuing the City’s
program of acquisition and development of strategically located recreation centers,
encouraging the maintenance and improvement of the system of hiking and equestrian
trails in Rolling Hills through the Community Association, encouraging the continued
upkeep of all City-owned recreation facilities within Rolling Hills, and providing expanded
recreational opportunities for children, do not conflict with the future development of up to
two new homes.

The subdivider will be required to dedicate land or pay a fee in lieu thereof for purposes
of park and recreational facilities (Quimby Act) in accordance with the proportional
standards set forth in Section 16.28.150 of the Rolling Hills Municipal Code. These funds
are used by the City continually maintain and upgrade the existing recreational facilities in
the City.

ltem XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC

a. LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Approval of the subject 2-lot subdivision project could potentially result in increased traffic
that will occur during the construction of two new building pads and up to two new single-
family dwellings. The circulation within the City during construction of the project will iikely
be impacted but not to a significant degree as the work will be occurring in a limited area
and to specific lots. '

The incremental increase of two new single-family dwelling units will not generate more
than an estimated 20 daily vehicle trips in the entire city. Future development of two new
single-family dwelling units will slightly affect the balance of transportation improvement
“credits” over new development “debits” required to preserve compliance with the
Congestion Management Program of Los Angeles County (CMP) that is intended to
address the impact of local growth on the regional transportation system and air quality.
At 6.8 debits for every newly developed single-family dwelling unit, development of one
net unit will use up 6.8 credits. The City has 68 credits at this time, enough to
accommodate the construction of at least 8 additional residences in the City of Rolling
Hills. If and when the net build-out is completed for the subject project, the City will have
61.2 credits, enough for 9 additional residences in the City of Rolling Hills.

In addition, future development of one net additional single-family residential units will not
exceed either individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by the
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county congestion management agency as there are no heavy congestion designated
roads or highways within the City of Rolling Hills.

b-g.  NOIMPACT

The project is situated along a private, Rolling Hills Community Association maintained
street. The private driveway serving the prior home on the site will be abandoned and
closed off and two new private driveways will be constructed fo serve the future new
homes, intersecting the adjoining roadway of Saddleback Road. The locations of the new
driveways are subject fo review and approval of the City's Traffic Commission prior to
approval of the tentative subdivision map.

The lot lings are proposed to be 80 degrees to the existing street and there are no sharp
curves or “'blind” spots when exiting the lots. Therefore the project is not expected to
substantially increase hazards due to access design or result in inadequate emergency
access or inadequate parking capacity as the proposed driveways have adequate width
(24 feet at the entrance from Saddleback and 20 feet wide on each lot) and gradient
{maximum 12% slope) meeting all city and County Fire Department criteria for access.

Measures (to be incorporated into the conditions of Site Plan Review for future homes).

L. The property owners shall be required to schedule and regulate truck traffic throughout
the day between the hours of 7 AM and 6 PM Monday through Saturday only so as not to
interfere with the normal flow of traffic within the City of Rolling Hills.

ltem XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS.

ab,g NOIMPACT
Subdivision of the subject property will not generate any wastewater that will impact a
public wastewater facllity. The City of Rolling Hills is not connected to the County
Sanitation District sewage facility, as there are no sewers in the City (except in a small
area at the western end of the City).

The project would not result in a need for new or substantial alteration to local or regional
water treatment or distribution facilities, due to the limited amount of additional water
required o serve the project.

The developer will be required to comply with all local, state, and federal requirements for
integrated waste management (e.g., recycling, green waste) and solid waste disposal.

c-f. LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Wastewater treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board will not
be exceeded by the future development of one net additional single-family residential
unit.

The impact on water suppiies available for the future development of one net additional
single-family residence, housing approximately 3-4 additional people each is expected to
be less than significant.

Prior to approval of the Final Parcel Map the applicant shall be required to obtain a lefter
from the Water Company certifying that adequate water supply is available to serve the
proposed parcels.

Mitigation Measures (to be incorporated into the conditions of Site Plan Review for future homes)
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M. The property owners shall be required to conform to the Regional Water Quality Control
Board and County Health Department requirements for the installation and maintenance
of septic tanks.

N. The property owners shall be required to conform to the Regional Water Quality Conirol
Board and County Health Department requirements for the installation and maintenance
of stormwater drainage facilities.

0. The property owners shall be required to conform to the Regional Water Quality Control
Board and County Public Works Department Best Management Practices (BMP’s)
related to solid waste.

P. Prior to approval of the Final Parcel Map the applicant shall be required to obtain a letter
from the Water Company certifying that adequate water supply is available to serve the
proposed parcel, should a single family development be proposed in the future.

Q. Prior to approval of the Final Parcel Map the applicant shall be required to place all
utilities underground or file an improvement security, to the satisfaction of the City.

Item XVIL. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE.

a. LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION INCORPORATION

Subject to a confirming study (Biological Assessment) the preparation of which is to be
incorporated as a condition of approval of the subdivision application and to be
considered in the public hearing, the project is not expected to degrade the quality of the
environment or substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish
or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant
or animal.

b,c. LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
The relatively small size of the project site, together with the fact that future development
enabled by the project is limited fo a maximum of one net additional single-family
residence, supports a conclusion that the project impacts will be insignificant and not
expected to result in environmental effects that will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly.

QeB
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80 Saddleback Road parcel map



|OS VERDES

CITYOF! RANCHO A

ADMNSTRATION
19 November 2014

VIA ELECTRONIC AND U.5. MAIL

Yolanta Schwartz, Planning Director
City of Rolling Hills

2 Portuguese Bend Rd.

Rolling Hills, CA 90274

SUBJECT: Comments in Response to the Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated
Negative Declaration for a 2-Lot Parcel Map at 80 Saddleback Road
(Zoning Case No. 852, Subdivision No. 93 and Vesting Tentative Parcel
Map No. 72232)

z@wﬁ}‘?@“‘f“
Dear M 5. Sehwartz!

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes appreciates the opportunity to comment upon the
proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the above-mentioned project. We
have reviewed the MND and project exhibits, and offer the following comments:

1. The discussion of Biological Resources impacts in the Initial Study (pp. 16-18)
notes that a biological resources assessment study will be prepared for the review
and approval of the Rolling Hills Planning Commission prior to its final approval of
the requested vesting tentative parcel map. To assist in this effort, the City offers
the enclosed exhibit from our geographic information system (GIS) database,
depicting coastal sage scrub (CSS) habitat on the subject property and on adjacent
property in the City of Rancho Palos Verdes. As shown on this exhibit, the purple-
shaded area of the subject property appears to contain Salvia-dominated CSS
habitat. This vegetation data is from surveys conducted by the City in 2004.

2. The discussion of Hazards and Hazardous Materials impacts in the Initial Study
(p. 20) states that exposure to wildland fires will be less than significant, noting that
annual brush clearance and fuel modification plans will be required for the
development of future homes on the proposed lots. Related to Comment 1 above,
there is existing CSS habitat on private-owned property in Rancho Palos Verdes
that abuts the subject property to the southeast. The City requests that, when
considering the design and placement of future structures on the proposed lots,
any future brush clearance .and fuel modification related to this proposed
subdivision would avoid any adverse impacts upon CSS habitat located upon
property in Rancho Palos Verdes.
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Yolanta Schwartz
19 November 2014
Page 2

3. The discussion of Hydrology and Water Quality impacts in the Initial Study (pp. 20-
21) notes the project proponent’s responsibility to comply with the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, pursuant to Section 402
of the Clean Water Act. However, the City believes that the Initial Study
erroneously states that the subject property “is not located in proximity to a river or
stream.” The subject property would appear to drain—at least in part—into the
unnamed stream in the bottom of George F Canyon, which is identified on the U.S.
Geological Survey’s Torrance quadrangle as a “blue line” stream (see enclosed
excerpt). This stream flows northeasterly through abutting downstream properties
located in Rancho Palos Verdes and Rolling Hills Estates.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment upon this project. If you have any

questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at (310) 544-5226
or via e-mail at kitf@rpv.com.

Sincerely,
/
o’ 2.

S
Kif Fox, ATCP
Senior Administrative Analyst

enclosures
cc:  Mayor Duhovic and City Council

Carolynn Petru, Acting City Manager
Joel Rojas, Director of Community Development

M:\Border [ssues\80 Saddieback Road\20141119_MNDComments.docx
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